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RHODESIA AND HER NEIGHBORS 
_ (Continued from page 229) 
} 

the Smith regime continued to stand in the way. In 
elections held on August 31, Ian Smith’s Rhodesian 
Front party defeated the more conservative elements in 
the country. This landslide victory gave Smith greater 
flexibility in seeking a settlement on his own terms. 
In effect, he received a mandate from the white minority 
for any action he proposes. 

After further talks with representatives of the five 
Front Line States, the Patriotic Front and Prime 
Minister Vorster, a new Anglo-American peace plan 


_ was presented to the Rhodesian Prime Minister. The 


major elements of the plan included: 


1. the surrender of power by the Rhodesian regime and 

amnesty for its members; 

the establishment of an interim government under 

British supervision, backed by an international peace- 

keeping force under United Nations control; 

3. disbanding the Rhodesian army (not the police) and 

its replacement by a new African army based on the 

liberation forces; 

independence in 1978; 

free and impartial elections on the basis of universal 

aduit suffrage; 

6. the provision of a Zimbabwe Development Fund of 
at least $1 billion to spur economic development. 
The United States and Britain would be major con- 
tributors to the fund. 


Smith criticized the plan but did not immediately 
reject it. However, he balked at the proposal to replace 


the Rhodesian forces with elements of the armies of the 
Patriotic Front. The Patriotic Front attacked the 
proposal to set up a neutral international force in an 
interim government before majority rule. Of the Front 
Line Presidents only Kaunda, Khama and Nyerere were 
inclined to support the new plan. 

_ For the first time, the demise of Rhodesia’s white 
government seemed imminent. The loopholes in sanc- 
tions began to close after March, 1977, when the United 
States Congress repealed the Byrd amendment, which 
had allowed Americans to import Rhodesian chrome 
since 1971 in defiance of a United Nations boycott. 
Moreover, faced with an escalating white emigra- 
tion and losses in foreign exchange, the Rhodesian 
government faced the probability of stepped-up guerrilla 
action on tliree fronts after the onset of the November 
rains. Over 10,000 black Rhodesians were undergoing 
training in Mozambique, Botswana, Zambia, Angola 
and Tanzania and fully 3,500 guerrillas were openly 
recruiting within the. country. Both Mugabe’s and 
Nkomo’s partisans had infiltrated Rhodesian military 
units, making it almost impossible to distinguish 
between friend and foe. Some observers began to predict 
that a massive white exodus alone might trigger a rapid 
Cambodia-type collapse of white minority rule and lead 
to a general insurrection. 

But nagging questions remained. Is the Patriotic 
Front capable of governirig an independent Zimbabwe? 
When black majority rule is finally achieved, will the 
rival ZAPU-ZANU armies bury the hatchet? Will they 
easily return to a quiet civilian life? And what of the 
factor of tribalism or ethnicity? Can Mugabe’s army, 
which is overwhelmingly Shona, a tribe comprising 80 
percent of the population, co-exist with Nkomo’s 
Ndebele, who number only 20 percent of the total? 

At the moment, Mugabe and Nkomo lack a strong 
electoral base in Rhodesia. If they lose in the event of 
an early election would they be willing to step down? 
The African nationalist movement has been divided 
since 1961, when the original ANC split into ZAPU 
and ZANU. Since 1974, the Presidents of the Front 
Line States have tried, and failed, to unite them. Each 
time, ideological and personality differences between the 
leaders have proved more enduring. What great force or 
event will unite them? Will Sino-Soviet rivalry or 


Western capitalist involvement act as a divisive threat. 


to unity within the nationalist ranks? 

It is unlikely that the denouement of the Rhodesian/ 
Zimbabwean drama will come with the transition to 
black majority rule. Rather, independence may signal 
the opening of a new, more violent act, including civil 
war. Unfortunately, the people of Zimbabwe will 
probably not be able to forge their own destiny fer years 
to come. Since the colonial era, the political and eceno- 
mic status of that strategically situated land has affected 
its neighbors, and for that reason Zimbabwe’s future 
will be inextricably involved with them. 
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